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(57) Abstract: A method of treatment 
for reducing the elution of lead from a 
lead-containing copper alloy, characterized 
in that it comprises immersing the 
lead-containing copper alloy in an acidic 
solution which is free of chromic acid and 
contains a phosphoric acid or its derivative, 
to remove the lead in a surface portion 
thereof; and watcrwork utensils made of 
a lead-containing copper alloy and treated 
by the method. The utensils having been 
treated by the method exhibit satisfactorily 
effective reduction in the elution' of 
lead, and also are free from significant 
discoloration and from the reduction of 
its commercial value due to discoloration 
since only a little etching takes place 
owing to an acidic phosphoric acid or its 
derivative and only a fine phosphate film is formed. Further, sodiuni chloride may be added, the lead-containing copper alloy may 
be, in advance, immersed in an alkaline etching fluid, to remove the lead in a surface portion thereof, and the outer surface of the 
alloy may have been plated with a metal such as nickel-chromium. 
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